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WELCOME!!







Animas Riverkeeper Program

Water	Quality	/	River	Health
Water	Management	/	Policy
River	Access	/	Recreation



• Water quality and watershed health

• Bonita Peak Superfund Site

• Outstanding Waters

• Water management and policy

• Mining law reform rulemaking

• River access and recreation

• Cedar Hill boat ramp

LET’S 
DISCUSS



Bonita Peak Mining District (BPMD) 
Superfund Site

• Designated a Superfund site in 2016.
• So far…
• Environmental Investigations + Risk Assessments
• Prioritization and generic goal setting
• Small scale projects

• $75 - 100 million already spent at the Bonita 
Peak Superfund Site with plans to spend at 
least another $60 million in the next few 
years.
• Recently released a task list for 2021 and a 

draft 5 year plan.



Bonita Peak Mining District (BPMD) 
Superfund Site

• Direct engagement with the BPMD site team 
and the Superfund process.
• Bonita Peak Community Advisory Group (CAG)
• Community platform
• 15 members, important experience and 

perspectives
• CAG data collection
• Meets monthly – including tonight!

• Recently provided feedback on the site task list 
and draft 5 year plan
• Follow along, via bonitapeakCAG.org



sanjuancitizens.org/animas-river





Outstanding Waters
•What are they?
• The Clean Water Act delegates authority to states to 

designate different levels of water quality protection.
• In Colorado, the highest level of protection is called an 

“Outstanding Water” designation.
•What are we doing?
• Identifying candidate streams, collecting data, doing 

outreach.
• Animas streams include
• Cascade Creek
• Lime Creek
• Grasshopper Creek
• Boulder Creek
• Bear Creek



Colorado Mining Law Reform
• HB 19-1113 – signed into law April 2019
• Explicitly includes water quality protection into 

the calculation for the amount of bonds required 
for hard rock mines
• Operators are required to include an end date in 

the development of plans for water quality 
treatment to avoid creating more chronically 
polluting mines
• Prohibits corporate “self-bonding” in Colorado, 

aligning our laws with neighboring states and 
federal land management agencies



Colorado Mining Law Reform

• Rulemaking process to implement new state law
• 6 meetings with partners and staff from the Division 

of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety beginning in 
2020 to discuss draft regulations.
• Submission of technical comments to ensure 

reforms are implemented as intended by the 
legislation. 
• SJCA members submitted over 200 comments!

• Currently awaiting a redline version of the 
regulations (expected late April – early May)
• Final rulemaking scheduled for June or July 2021



An emerging threat to clean water…

Please stay tuned for next steps. Public comments 
will be due June 7-11. Hearing scheduled for June 
14th. We’ll need members to engage!

















New Cedar Hill Boat Ramp!









Questions and Discussion

Marcel	Gaztambide,	Animas	Riverkeeper
marcel@sanjuancitizens.org

Work:	970-259-3583	ext.	6	;	Mobile:	801-631-7421



THANK YOU!
We can’t do our work without our 

members.
Donate at sanjuancitizens.org


